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Allegory  
An allegory is the description of a subject in the guise of another subject. An allegorical painting might  
include figures emblematic of different emotional states of mind – for example envy or love – or            
personifying other abstract concepts, such as sight, glory, beauty, Revolution, or France. These are called 
allegorical figures. The interpretation of an allegory therefore depends first on the identification of such 
figures, but even then the meaning can remain elusive. 

1575, Paolo Veronese, The four Allegories of love: 

Infidelity                                Scorn                                         Respect                                      The happy union 

The nativity:    In a painting of the nativity list 4 people you expect to see in the image: 

 

List other items/imagery you would expect to see: 

 

What would the backdrop be of?: 

 

List 3 colours you would see and what would they represent?: 

Hans Holbein the Younger An Allegory of 
the Old and New Testaments early 1530s  
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http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/artists/paolo-veronese
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Gerard van Honthorst, 1622  
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Artist unknown,  circa 1100's  

Petrus Christus,  1445 
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Petrus Christus,  1445 

Augustus Egg, The Travelling Companions 1862  

The Tub, 1886 by Edgar Degas  

Edgar Degas, sketches for ‘The Dancers’ 

Mary Cassatt Breakfast in Bed 1897 
Blue Dancers, 1899  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Travelling_Companions
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 Augustus Egg, Past and Present: 
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Mary Cassatt The Bath  
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Mary Cassatt The Bath  

 Ophelia by John Everett Millais  1852 

John William Waterhouse's The Lady of Shalott, 1888  

Dream Caused by the Flight of a Bee Around a 
Pomegranate a Second Before Awakening 
(1944)  Salvador Dalí. 

Magritte's "La Trahison des Images" ("The 
Treachery of Images") (1928-9) or "Ceci n'est 
pas une pipe" ("This is not a pipe"). Sometimes 
translated as "The Betrayal of Images" By René 
Magritte. 

Joseph Kosuth one and three chairs 1965 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ophelia_%28painting%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Everett_Millais
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_William_Waterhouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lady_of_Shalott_%28painting%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvador_Dal%C3%AD
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ren%C3%A9_Magritte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ren%C3%A9_Magritte
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Chinese opera masks each colour and style  
depicts a different meaning.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_frigate_M%C3%A9duse_%281810%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritania
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hieronymus_Bosch
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Cindy Sherman      film still  #12 1977    #58 1980  



Cindy Sherman      film still  #12 1977    #58 1980  
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Adam and Eve 

Illuminated manuscript circa 950, 
Escorial Beatus  
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Watercolour Illustration to Milton's Paradise Lost 
William Blake 1808 the creation of Adam and Eve. 

Gustav Klimt 1862-1918  
Ghent Altarpiece 1432 Jan Van Eyck  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Escorial_Beatus
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kiss: 

Auguste Toulmouche 1829-1890  
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Auguste Rodin 
1882–1889 

1969 by Pablo Picasso  

Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec  1892 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?sa=X&biw=1920&bih=969&q=Auguste+Rodin&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCs0LDdSYgcxy9NztWSzk630yzKLSxNz4hOLSvSBuDy_KNsKSGcWlwAACbdp1DUAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwiPrc7kz__LAhWBhw8KHRYoBw0QmxMInwEoATAY
http://totallyhistory.com/henri-de-toulouse-lautrec/
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Auguste Toulmouche 1829-1890  

Gustav Wertheimer  The Kiss of the Siren 1882 

The Kiss of Death (El Petó 

de la Mort in Catalan and 

El beso de la muerte in 

Spanish) dates back to 

1930 

Constantin Brâncuși  
1910 

Auguste Rodin 
1882–1889 

1969 by Pablo Picasso  

Gustav Klimt (Lovers), 1907–1908  

Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec  1892 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?biw=1920&bih=969&q=Constantin+Br%C3%A2ncu%C8%99i&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3MDFPKsrLUeIAsQ0ryou1ZLOTrfTLMotLE3PiE4tK9IG4PL8o2wpIZxaXAACFF8JXNwAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjIsIP1z__LAhUCshQKHWr3A8MQmxMIkgEoATAW
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sa=X&biw=1920&bih=969&q=Auguste+Rodin&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCs0LDdSYgcxy9NztWSzk630yzKLSxNz4hOLSvSBuDy_KNsKSGcWlwAACbdp1DUAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwiPrc7kz__LAhWBhw8KHRYoBw0QmxMInwEoATAY
http://totallyhistory.com/henri-de-toulouse-lautrec/

